
Foto: www.oekolandbau.de

Panel 3 Capturing evidence-based knowledge – what role for 
knowledge systems beyond science?

Food Security and Nutrition in the context of the 2030 Agenda

International Colloquium 27 September 2016

Dr. Sabine Zikeli, University of Hohenheim



Do you think that potential 
new knowledge and 
innovations for sustainable 
agriculture and rural 
development remain 
unexploited in the 
traditionally linear way of 
Agricultural Knowledge 
Systems?
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No-till and reduced tillage in organic farming – for many years only
driven by farmers, for example the Brunner Farm, Austria



Can knowledge and learning systems that integrate the 
knowledge of all stakeholders be a catalyst for the 
generation of new knowledge to achieve sustainability 
goals? yes!
Because…..

• Integration of different stakeholders can generate new ideas –
„thinking out of the box“

• Specific actors e.g. from civil society may push towards sustainable 
practices / integration of vulnerable groups ….

• Synergies between stakeholders can accelerate knowledge 
generation 

• Local stakeholders often rooted in the community – “hidden” 
knowledge can be integrated, risks can be assessed



Organic Farmers‘ Cooperative Albleisa –
Re-Introduction of a former traditional legume

crop into organic rotations

Example of a successfull innovation in organic farming based
on farmers‘ initative with (a bit) support from research and
administration



Example of a successfull innovation in organic farming based
on farmers‘ initative with (a bit) support from research and
administration



What are approaches, methods and enabling environments for 
ensuring close farmer-researcher collaboration and multi-stakeholder 
learning and innovation networks?

Enabling environments - what we need…

• Other incentives for academics than „publish or perish“ 

• „Translators“ between science and farmers/stakeholders – working extension 
services, NGOs as part of the research groups and networks

• Farmers and researchers have to be on par with each other – reflected in 
project design! (e.g. research tandems between scientist(s) and other 
stakeholder(s)) 

• …and TIME, TIME, TIME: to build up trust relationships, to learn to 
understand each other, to deal with tensions, to develop research questions 
together, to follow up from invention to innovation ……    

• Involvement of stakeholders in the design of research programmes

Based on the results of the workshop “Von Off zu On! Mutige Wege zur Gestaltung gemeinsamer 
Forschung auf dem Acker und im Stall“, Wissenschaftstagung Ökologischer Landbau 19.03. 2015 
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